SESSION1 | The core of Jesus worisheen

Jesus displayed these characteristics throughout
his life. Which of the stories below match up?

* INFLUENCE ?
e INTEGRITY ?
* COMMITMENT ?
* COMPASSION ?
e WISDOM?

1) Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:41-52)

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the
Festival of the Passover. When he was 12 years old,
they went up to the festival, according to the custom.
After the festival was over, while his parents were
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he
was in their company, they travelled on for a day.

Then they began looking for him among their relatives
and friends. When they did not find him, they went back
to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found
him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions.

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his knowledge
and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were
astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have
you treated us like this? Your father and | have been
anxiously searching for you.” "Why were you searching
for me?” he asked. "Didn’t you know | had to be in my
Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he
was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth
with them and was obedient to them. But his mother
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

2) Woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11)

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared
again in the temple courts, where all the people
gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.
The teachers of the law and the Pharisees broughtin a
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before
the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman

was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you
say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order
to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down
and started to write on the ground with his finger.
When they kept on questioning him, he straightened

up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”

Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this,
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the
older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the
woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up

and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?” "No one, sir,” she said. "Then neither
do | condemn you,” Jesus declared. "Go now and leave
your life of sin.”
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3) Jesus challenged by the Pharisees (Mark 12:13-17)

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to
Jesus to catch him in his words. They came to him and
said, "Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity.
You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no
attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God
in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the
imperial tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or
shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. "Why are
you trying to trap me?" he asked. "Bring me a denarius
and let me look at it.” They brought the coin, and

he asked them, "Whose image is this? And whose
inscription?” “"Caesar’s,” they replied. Then Jesus said to
them, "Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God
what is God’s.” And they were amazed at him.

4) Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:38-46)

Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch
with me.” Going a little farther, he fell with his face to
the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will, but as you
will.” Then he returned to his disciples and found them
sleeping. "Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for
one hour?” he asked Peter. "Watch and pray so that you
will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” He went away a second time and prayed,
"My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken
away unless | drink it, may your will be done.” When he
came back, he again found them sleeping, because their
eyes were heavy. So he left them and went away once
more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.
Then he returned to the disciples and said to them,

“Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has
come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of
sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”

5) Jesus meets Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man
was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief
tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who
Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see
over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming
that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up
and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately.
| must stay at your house today.” So he came down at
once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw
this and began to mutter, “"He has gone to be the
guest of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood up and said to
the Lord, “"Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my
possessions to the poor, and if | have cheated
anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times
the amount.” Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has
come to this house, because this man, too, is a son

of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and

to save the lost.”



